Pre- and Post-Assessment

Content/Specialized Vocabulary

1. Methods for identifying the meaning of unfamiliar words while reading include

a. using context clues.

b. breaking down the word into parts.

c. looking them up in a dictionary.

d. any of the above

2. Read the following sentence. 

Ana, a shy student, sat in the back of the room and remained elusive during the class discussion.

Which word below best defines the word elusive as used in the sentence above?

a. unreachable

b. determined

c. angry

d. curious

3. Read the following sentence. 

You must predicate your argument on sound and logical judgment.

Which dictionary entry below best fits the use of the word predicate in the sentence above?

a. (noun) the part of a sentence that expresses what is said about the subject

b. (adjective) completing the meaning of a linking verb

c. (verb) affirm or declare

d. (verb) establish or base

4. Read the following sentence.

The speaker’s actions were incongruent with his words.

After breaking down the word into word parts, what do you think incongruent means?

in = not   con = with   congruere = agree

a. in agreement

b. unequal angles

c. inconsistent

d. compatible

5. Read the following passage:

A Florida manatee is making ________ this summer with a long-distance swim that has startled fishermen, boaters, and beach-goers as far north as Cape Cod and has sparked a _________ mystery as large as the Atlantic coast. Ten-foot-long, 1,000-pound sea cows are common in many parts of Florida. The ________ mammals are known to roam throughout the state’s coastal areas, migrating to warmer water during cold snaps. But what would possess a manatee to undertake a 1,200-mile journey northward to the very edge of water warm enough to _________ its life? Scientists don’t know. But they are __________ whether the manatee may be the same animal that made a similar trip 11 years ago. If that is the case, “Chessie” has just _________ his prior distance record of a northward swim by a Florida manatee by nearly 50 miles.

(Source: “Up to Cape Cod, Where No Manatee Has Gone Before” by Warren Richey, staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor, 08/23/2006.)

Fill in the blanks using the words listed below.

extended, marine, investigating, history, sustain, deepening

6. Label the following elements of a dictionary entry.

     A             B         C      D

humane \ hyu-man\ (adj) : 1. marked by compassion, sympathy or consideration for others 

 E
2. characterized by broad humanistic culture [Middle French humain] syn human –

humanely adv

     G                                                                                                        F

A. _________________________ E. _________________________

B. _________________________ F. _________________________

C. _________________________ G. _________________________

D. _________________________

7. Which of the following resources would best assist you in determining the synonyms and antonyms of any word?

a. dictionary

b. atlas

c. almanac

d. thesaurus

8. All of the following are synonyms for the word excursion except

a. voyage.

b. camp.

c. journey.

d. trip.

9. Which of the following is a homonym for the word here?

a. there

b. present

c. hear

d. hare

10. Fill in the blank next to each word below with the antonym of that word.

a. normal
 _________________________


b. capture
_________________________


c. enemy _________________________


d. mean _________________________
_

Text Features

1. Which of the following is an example of a text feature?

a. author’s note

b. title of the book

c. bold print words

d. all of the above

2. The title of a book can help you

a. make predictions about what you will read.

b. describe a character’s personality.

c. tell if a book will be easy or difficult to read.

d. none of the above

3. Which of the following lists text features that you can use to quickly find information?

a. glossary, subtitles, table of contents

b. glossary, index, table of contents

c. glossary, illustrations, table of contents

d. index, table of contents, illustrations

4. How can using text supports help you prepare for reading?

a. Text supports can help you predict what you will read.

b. Text supports can help you activate background knowledge.

c. both a and b

d. none of the above

5. Text features are

a. helpful only in school reading.

b. helpful in all types of reading.

c. helpful only with scientific writing.

d. none of the above

6. Maps, medical diagrams, and framed text boxes are considered effective examples of 

a. secondary sources.

b. prior knowledge.

c. text supports.

d. doctors’ research practices.

7. Bold and italicized words and phrases are clues to the reader

a. that the highlighted information is interesting.

b. that the highlighted information is important.

c. that the highlighted information is unimportant.

d. that the highlighted information is uninteresting.

8. Readers use text features in order to support understanding of their reading.

a. true

b. false

9. _________ are not an example of a text support.

a. Text inset boxes

b. Copyright pages

c. Titles and subtitles

d. Illustrations

10. I use text supports to help me understand my reading.

a. always

b. most of the time

c. some of the time

d. never

Text Structures

1. The cue words and, next, and then signal what type of text structure? 

a. compare/contrast

b. description

c. sequence

d. problem/solution

2. Which of the following is not considered an expository text structure? 

a. narrative

b. problem/solution

c. cause/effect

d. chronology

3. Which statement below best reflects the purpose of cause/effect writing? 

a. to show how subjects are alike or different

b. to discuss the history of an event

c. to analyze the parts of a subject

d. to explain why something happens or exists

4. Read the excerpt below from Snowbound: The Tragic Story of the Donner Party:

They were lost. They knew only that they had to keep going west no matter what cliffs or canyons stood in their way. Gradually they moved downhill, out of unbroken snow onto patches of dry ground.

What is the structure of this text? 

a. compare/contrast

b. description

c. sequence

d. expository

5. Read the excerpt below from Science Alive: Electricity:

An electrical circuit is made up of electrons moving in a circuit. Electrons are tiny bits of negative electricity that are found in all matter. In certain materials such as iron, electrons can move freely. These materials are good electrical conductors. In materials such as plastic, electrons are attached to larger particles and cannot move freely. These materials do not conduct electricity well and are called nonconductors, or insulators. That is why a plastic spoon did not allow electrical current to pass through it in the Electric Stoppers experiment.

(Source: Science Alive: Electricity. Lauw, Darlene, p. 10, 2002.)

What is the structure of this text? 

a. compare/contrast

b. description

c. sequence

d. expository

6. Read the excerpt below from A Grand Canyon Journey: Tracing Time in Stone:

How do mountains like these disappear? The process begins with rain. As it rains, water seeps through cracks and joints in the stone. Chemicals in the water dissolve small grains of rock. Later on, the water freezes and thaws, prying loose bigger pieces of rock. These rocks grind against other rocks as they slide downhill. The wind carries away particles of dust left behind by these grinding rocks. In the end it can be said that wind, water, and gravity have hauled away these mountains.

(Source: A Grand Canyon Journey: Tracing Time in Stone. Anderson, Peter, p. 45, 1997.)

What is the structure of this text? 

a. compare/contrast

b. description

c. cause/effect

d. expository

7. Read the following sentence.

The writer explains phenomenon and processes by listing examples and 
unique characteristics.

What is the structure of this text? 

a. compare/contrast

b. description

c. sequence

d. persuasion

8. Which text below is most likely to follow the question/answer text structure?

a. a FAQ file

b. a memo

c. a computer program manual

d. an introduction

Monitoring Understanding

1. One strategy a reader uses when getting ready to read is 

a. activating background knowledge.

b. a schema.

c. making presumptions.

d. answering questions.

2. Monitoring comprehension means

a. getting at least an 80% on a reading quiz.

b. knowing, as you read, when meaning breaks down.

c. using strategies to understand what you read while you read.

d. both b and c

3. If you do not understand something you have just read, to “get it” you could

a. ask questions about the text.

b. read it again.

c. visualize or draw something from the text.

d. all of the above

4. For good readers, monitoring comprehension and using reading strategies are 

a. automatic.

b. unnatural.

c. not something that can be learned.

d. explicit.

5. When you read, if you see the movie of the text in your mind, you are

a. predicting.

b. visualizing.

c. comprehending.

d. daydreaming.

6. “Does this relate or connect to something I have done, seen, or read about?” is one of the questions you might ask yourself if you don’t understand what you’re reading.

a. true

b. false

7. Turning headings and subheadings into questions in order to set a purpose for reading is one strategy you can use to understand what you read. 

a. true

b. false

8. When I do not understand what I’m reading, I

_____________________________________________________________________.

9. For me, comprehension strategies include _______________________________________.

10. I regularly fake reading.

a. true

b. false

Previewing Text

1. Good readers preview the text before they read. 

a. true

b. false

2. Good readers preview the text in order to

a. get an idea of what the book is about so they don’t have to read it all.

b. find out what happens at the end before they read.

c. predict and make a plan for reading.

d. make the teacher happy.

3. When making predictions, good readers

a. determine what they know, ask questions, and look for clues.

b. read the book and ask questions at the end.

c. wait for the teacher to ask them questions.

d. only ask questions they have to answer for an assignment.

4. Looking at text features, determining what and how much to read, and making predictions are all part of planning for reading. 

a. true

b. false

5. Which of the following is not something you look for when previewing the text?

a. pictures that will help you understand the text

b. headings and subheadings that will focus your reading

c. the type of text structures in place

d. the number of pages

6. Which of the following is not a task you do before you read?

a. preview the text

b. summarize

c. ask questions

d. make predictions

7. Good readers ask questions in order to

a. look smart.

b. please the teacher.

c. set a purpose for reading.

d. define vocabulary words.

8. The title is an example of

a. a summary.

b. a text support.

c. personification.

d. a metaphor.

9. All texts should be read in the same way. 

a. true

b. false

10. The purpose of pictures in a nonfiction text is

a. to support the reader’s understanding of the text. 

b. to confuse the reader.

c. to allow the reader to skip sections of text.

d. to summarize everything that has happened in the text.

Activating Background Knowledge

1. Activating background knowledge is an important pre-reading tool because it helps the reader

a. collect “files” in the brain.

b. access the current level of knowledge so teachers can determine what to teach.

c. connect new information from the reading.

d. all of the above

2. Reflecting on and expressing opinions about statements that challenge or confirm beliefs allow readers to think about what they already know.

a. true

b. false

3. Mark all of the following strategies that are examples of anticipating or accessing background knowledge.

a. anticipation guide

b. K-W-L 

c. pre-reading survey

d. brainstorming maps

e. picture walk

f. fishbone strategy

g. story board

h. portfolio

i. information quest

4. If you are unfamiliar with a newspaper article’s content, how can the captions, graphs, and pictures help you?

a. They provide visuals to help you understand the information.

b. They help you decide if you want to read the article or not.

c. They ask you to remember what the article was about.

d. none of the above

5. Asking questions before reading helps me because ________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________.

6. You have received a list of vocabulary words from your teacher before you begin reading a short passage in C.S. Lewis’ The Chronicles of Narnia. You don’t know any of the words. What should you do?




7. What is the purpose of a movie poster?

a. to list all the actors in the film 

b. to make you laugh

c. to attract your attention to the movie

d. to tell the whole story of the movie

8. Activating background knowledge leads to 

a. predicting and explaining.

b. predicting and planning.

c. planning and filing.

d. summarizing and synthesizing.

9. Activating background knowledge is important because _____________________________

___________________________________________________________________________.

10. You want to research the Birmingham bombing for your Global Studies inquiry project. What is the best strategy to use before researching?

a. Predict what the bombing was about.

b. Send a note to your best friend across the room to see if she knows any information.

c. Develop a list of possible questions that you want answered.

d. Complete a survey that determines what you learned about the incident.

Questioning

1. Which three types of questions would you ask while reading independently?

a. question the text, question the author, question yourself

b. question the vocabulary, question the theme, question the characters

c. question the teacher, question your peers, question yourself

d. question the dictionary, question the Internet, question the thesaurus

2. How can questioning help you understand what you are reading?

a. It can help you challenge the teacher.

b. It can show you what you don’t know.

c. It can help you focus.

d. It can help you create a quiz.

3. How does questioning help you make predictions?

a. It helps you talk to your teacher more.

b. It helps you talk to your friends more.

c. It helps you think more about the vocabulary in the book.

d. It helps you think about what might happen next in the book.

4. How can questioning help improve your writing?

a. It can help improve the grammar of your writing.

b. It can help you think of ideas to get started.

c. It can help you make sure you’ve included enough details.

d. It can help you predict what grade your teacher will give you.

5. Which of the following questions would help you make connections to what you are reading?

a. What is going to happen next in this book?

b. What does this word mean?

c. What is the theme of this book?

d. Where have I seen or heard something like this before?

6. Which of the following questions would help you analyze what you are reading?

a. How many pages do I have to read today?

b. Why is the character behaving this way?

c. What does this word mean?

d. What assignment do I have to complete when I am finished reading?

7. Read the following sentences.

She stormed into the room and slammed her books down. As she looked over the group of students, the cold look in her eyes froze them in their seats.

Which of the following questions would help you make an inference about this passage?

a. Why is she acting this way?

b. Which teacher is this?

c. Where has this teacher just come from?

d. What class is this?

8. Which of the following questions is a way to question the text?

a. Why did the author make the story end that way?

b. What does that word mean?

c. Where have I read this before?

d. Who else has read this book?

9. Which of the following questions is a way to question the author?

a. What does that word mean?

b. When am I supposed to finish reading this book?

c. What is the purpose of this book?

d. What is the theme of this book?

10. Which of the following is a question that would help you synthesize what you are reading?

a. What does that word mean?

b. Why am I reading this book?

c. What is the theme of this book?

d. When should I finish reading this book?

Noting, Organizing, and Retrieving Information

1. When you are taking notes from a book, what do you write down?

a. all of the important sentences

b. answers to the questions in the margin or the back of the book

c. whatever the teacher tells you to

d. words and phrases you think are important

2. I know how to use the Cornell note-taking method.

a. true

b. false

3. When I take notes from a book I write down ____________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________.

4. Which of the following methods do you use to organize your notes?

a. outline

b. binder sections

c. web or cluster map

d. none of the above

5. What is most helpful to you when identifying which information in a text is important enough to write down?

a. the teacher

b. your friends

c. bold print

d. chapter titles and subheadings

6. I review the notes that I take in order to study the topic.

a. true

b. false

7. I take notes when I am reading nonfiction independently.

a. true

b. false

8. Which of the following best describes your note-taking habits?

a. I take notes only when the teacher tells me to.

b. I take notes whenever I see or hear something important.

c. I take notes only when I think I will be tested on the information later.

d. I do not know how to take notes.

9. Which of the following best describes your reviewing or studying habits?

a. I do not review either books or the notes I take.

b. I review books or my notes before taking a test.

c. I review books or my notes every day.

d. I review books or my notes every week.

10. Which of the following best describes how organized you are?

a. I often have difficulty finding my notes or my work.

b. I keep my notes organized in a folder, and I can always find them.

c. I keep my notes all together, but I have to look through many papers before finding what I need.

d. I lose or throw away most of my notes.

Answer Key

Pre- and Post-Assessment

Content/Specialized Vocabulary

1. d

2. a

3. d

4. c

5. history, deepening, marine, sustain, investigating, extended

6. 
a. word entry


b. pronunciation


c. part of speech


d. first definition


e. second definition


f. entymology, root word


g. adverb form of the word entry

7. d

8. b

9. c

10. a. abnormal


b. release


c. friend


d. kind

Text Features

1. d

2. a

3. b

4. c

5. b

6. c

7. b

8. a

9. b

10. Answers will vary.

Text Structures

1. c

2. a

3. d

4. c

5. a

6. c

7. b

8. a

Monitoring Understanding

1. a

2. d

3. d

4. a

5. b

6. a

7. a

8. Answers will vary.

9. Answers will vary.

10. Answers will vary.

Previewing Text

1. a

2. c

3. a

4. a

5. d

6. b

7. c

8. b

9. b

10. a

Activating Background Knowledge

1. d

2. a

3. a, b, c, d, e, i

4. a

5. Answers will vary.

6. Answers will vary.

7. c

8. b

9. Answers will vary.

10. c

Questioning

1. a

2. c

3. d

4. c

5. d

6. b

7. a

8. b

9. c

10. c

Noting, Organizing, and Retrieving Information

1. Answers will vary.

2. Answers will vary.

3. Answers will vary.

4. Answers will vary.

5. Answers will vary.

6. Answers will vary.

7. Answers will vary.

8. Answers will vary.

9. Answers will vary.

10. Answers will vary.

