Activating Background Knowledge

1. Which of the following would be most helpful to know before you began a book about the ancient Egyptians?

a. the ending of the book

b. all of the information in the book

c. information about the pyramids and mummies 

d. information about the author

2. Good readers use background knowledge in order to

a. get out of reading the book.

b. better understand what they are reading.

c. answer test questions.

d. all of the above

3. How does activating background knowledge best help improve your understanding of a book?

a. You are able to make connections to what you read.

b. You can pass the test without reading the book.

c. You are able to summarize the book.

d. You can understand all of the difficult vocabulary.

4. Asking questions before reading helps you 

a. set a purpose for reading.

b. understand what you know. 

c. focus.

d. all of the above

5. The information that you already know before you begin reading is called

a. a summary.

b. a prediction.

c. background knowledge.

d. genius.

6. Which of the following things can readers use to activate background knowledge? Circle all those that apply.

a. pictures

b. titles

c. subtitles

d. back of book

e. organization

f. table of contents

g. cover

h. key words

i. themes/main idea

7. Activating background knowledge can help you decide 

a. if you want to read the text.

b. if you need to read the text.

c. how to read the text.

d. all of the above

8. Looking at a list of vocabulary words before you begin reading can help you determine

a. what you already know about the subject.

b. all of the important information about the subject.

c. a summary of the subject.

d. the main details of a subject.

9. Which of the following statements is not true?

a. You will always have some background knowledge about everything you read.

b. Having some background knowledge about what you read is helpful.

c. Not everyone thinks about background knowledge before reading.

d. all of the above

10. If you don’t have background knowledge about a certain subject, you should

a. not read about it.

b. use other sources to help build it.

c. pretend you know the answer.

d. none of the above

Note Taking

1. Good readers take notes to

a. determine the main idea.

b. remember what is important.

c. stay focused.

d. all of the above

2. Why is note taking important?

a. It helps readers understand what they are reading.

b. It shows that a student is doing work.

c. It helps other people who can read the notes instead of reading the text.

d. It provides a translation of the text.

3. Which is the best way to organize your notes?

a. Shove them in your desk.

b. Memorize them.

c. Use graphic organizers.

d. Put them in your backpack.

4. Which of the following statements is true about note taking?

a. The teacher always tells you what to write in your notes.

b. It does not matter what you write in your notes.

c. You should take notes about important things you want to remember.

d. Note taking is only important for nonfiction books.

5. You can use your notes to help you

a. study for a test.

b. write a paragraph.

c. complete a project.

d. all of the above  

6. When should you take notes?

a. Before reading

b. During reading

c. After reading

d. all of the above

7. Before you start taking notes on your reading, you should

a. copy from a friend.

b. know your purpose for reading.

c. know all the answers.

d. all of the above

8. Which of the following is the least effective use of notes? 

a. Summarize notes at the end of each section of text.

b. Review notes before taking a test.

c. Review notes before reading a new section of a text.

d. Revise notes after taking a test. 

9. All of the following are reasons to take notes except 

a. to write pieces of information.

b. to write large amounts of information quickly.

c. to rewrite the text.

d. to structure information and make it easier to find later.

10. Which of the following is not a standard method of taking notes? 

a. Cornell note taking

b. Copying at least one sentence from each paragraph

c. Using graphic organizers

d. Outlining

Questioning

1. How can asking questions help you understand what you are reading?

a. It can help you challenge the teacher.

b. It can show you what you don’t know.

c. It can help you focus.

d. It can help you create a quiz.

2. At what points should you ask questions when you are reading a text?

a. Before reading

b. During reading

c. After reading

d. all of the above

3. How can asking questions help improve your writing?

a. It can help improve the grammar of your writing.

b. It can help you think of ideas to get started.

c. It can help you make sure you’ve included enough details for the writing to make sense to the reader.

d. both b and c

4. How does asking questions help you make predictions?

a. It gives you more to talk about with your teacher.

b. It helps you think about what might happen next in the book.

c. It gives you a chance to talk to your friends more.

d. It helps you think more about the vocabulary in the book.

5. Which of the following questions might you ask before you begin reading?

a. What does the picture on the cover tell me about the book?

b. What does the title tell me about this book?

c. Have I read a book by this author before?

d. all of the above

6. Which of the following is an example of a question you might ask during reading?

a. Why is the person in the book acting like that?

b. Who is the publisher of this book?

c. Why did the author end this book like this?

d. What medium did the illustrator use to create this cover?

7. What kinds of information should you ask questions about while you are reading?

a. facts about characters’ behavior

b. events

c. chapter titles

d. all of the above

8. Which of the following is an example of a question you might ask when you have finished reading a text?

a. How will the prologue help me understand the book?

b. How will this book end?

c. What is the title of the next chapter?

d. How did the epilogue help me understand the book?

9. What can you do with the questions you still have when you finish reading a book?

a. Ask a teacher.

b. Go to the library.

c. Look on the Internet.

d. all of the above

10. Which of the following identifies when most good readers ask questions?

a. Before, during, and after reading 

b. Only after they are finished reading

c. Only when they do not know the answer

d. Only before they begin reading

Text Structure

1. The words since, as a result, and because of tell you the text structure is 

a. cause and effect.

b. compare and contrast.

c. question and answer.

d. description.

2. Which of the following words or phrases is used in a compare and contrast text structure?

a. differs from

b. because of

c. first/second

d. if …, then …

3. The purpose of a description is to

a. show how two things are alike and different.

b. solve a question or problem.

c. explain an idea, person, place, or thing.

d. explain why something happens.

4. If you want to explain how to do something, which text structure will you use?

a. description

b. cause and effect

c. compare and contrast

d. sequence

5. Which group of words and phrases is most likely used when writing a sequence?

a. like, similar to, unlike

b. because of, since, so

c. first, then, finally

d. one possible solution, therefore, so that

6. A text structure is

a. a pattern used for organizing writing.

b. a tool for recording and retrieving the main idea.

c. a place to record the definitions of new words.

d. a list of topics found in a book.

7. One way text structure can help you as a writer is to

a. offer suggestions for better vocabulary to use.

b. help with ideas for the topic of the writing.

c. provide a way to organize your ideas.

d. give ideas for revising your writing.

8. Read the following passage and decide which text structure is used.

When the meerkat gets chilly, it stands up on its hind feet and faces the sun. That’s because the dark skin on its belly acts like a solar panel. The meerkat even has built-in sunglasses and windshield wipers. The dark band around its eyes reduces the harsh glare of the sun, and every time a meerkat blinks, a special membrane on the eyes wipes away sand. (p.37, Uncle John’s Wild & Woolly Bathroom Reader for Kids Only!)

a. question and answer

b. compare and contrast

c. sequence

d. cause and effect

9. Read the following passage and decide which text structure is used.

Wofford, a golden retriever from Norfolk, Virginia, likes to fetch, all right—but not sticks or balls. Wofford is a book hound. He loves books. Even as a young pup, Wofford liked to take books to bed with him. He often greets guests at the door by offering them a book. (p.107, Uncle John’s Wild & Woolly Bathroom Reader for Kids Only!)

a. description

b. problem and solution

c. cause and effect

d. question and answer

10. Read the following passage and decide which text structure is used.

What’s that? You don’t remember what the Second Law says? Well, it’s the one that says heat energy goes from a hot object to a cooler area. And actually, come to think of it, the Second Law actually sneaked into that experiment in the last chapter. (p.26, Horrible Science: Killer Energy)

a. description

b. problem and solution

c. cause and effect

d. question and answer

Previewing Text

1. In terms of reading, previewing means 

a. looking at the book cover.

b. peeking into a text before reading.

c. skimming a sample of a book.

d. all of the above

2. Previewing helps readers

a. summarize what they are reading.

b. think about the topic before they read.

c. set a purpose for reading.

d. both b and c

3. Which of the following is not something you would do when previewing a text?

a. Look at the cover.

b. Skim the text.

c. Summarize the story.

d. Make predictions about the text.

4. When previewing nonfiction, which of the following would best help you understand the big ideas? 

a. Looking at pictures 

b. Reading headings and subheadings 

c. Skimming the first paragraph

d. Looking at the length of the text
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5. Examine the audiobook cover of The Cod’s Tale by Mark Kurlansky. 

Which prediction does not make sense in terms of what the book will be about?

a. The importance of cod

b. What cod eat

c. Where sharks are found

d. The history of cod

6. Which part of a book would you be least likely to look at when previewing in order to see what it is about?

a. Back cover

b. Bibliography

c. Front cover

d. Illustrations

7. Read the following book title.

Roanoke: The Lost Colony: An Unsolved Mystery from History

Which question(s) could you ask when previewing this text by reading the title?

a. Where is Roanoke?

b. How was a colony lost? 

c. Why wasn’t the Roanoke mystery solved? 

d. all of the above

8. Which part of a book helps you visualize what the book will be about? 

a. front cover

b. illustrations

c. diagrams

d. all of the above
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9. Look at the audiobook cover for The Dog Who Rescues Cats: The True Story of Ginny. 

Which of the following words most specifically describe the book cover? 

a. mysterious, surprising, action-packed

b. action-packed, factual, touching

c. inspirational, fiction, surprising

d. good, imaginary, fun

10. Read the following section titles in Hana’s Suitcase:

“Tokyo, Japan, Winter 2000”

“Nove Mesto, Czechoslovakia, 1930s”

“Tokyo, Winter 2000”

“Nove Mesto, 1938”

Which of the following conclusions drawn from these titles makes the most sense? 

a. Hana takes a very long trip.

b. The story of the book occurs in two different places.

c. The story of the book must be told from two points of view.

d. both a and b

Content/Specialized Vocabulary

1. What resource could you use to find synonyms and antonyms of words?

a. dictionary

b. thesaurus

c. almanac

d. atlas

2. SCUBA stands for a self-contained underwater breathing apparatus. SCUBA is an example of

a. an antonym.

b. a synonym.

c. a homonym.

d. an acronym.

3. Read the following sentence.

The young girl had an incurable disease.

When breaking the word into word parts, what do you think incurable means?

in = not   cure = to heal   able = to do

a. permanent

b. healthy

c. temporary

d. vibrant

4. A homonym for the word bear is

a. there.

b. bare.

c. wear.

d. stare.

5. Which of the following would be a way to identify the meaning of an unknown word?

a. Look at the title.

b. Check the index.

c. Use context clues.

d. Refer to an atlas.

6. Read the following sentence.

The polar bear is adapted to live in the harsh winter climate.

Which word below best defines the word adapted when used in the sentence above?

a. changed

b. careful

c. unable

d. free

7. Identify the verb in the sentence below. 

Zooplankton swim in an underwater habitat.

a. Zooplankton

b. swim

c. underwater

d. habitat

8. When reading, sometimes you come upon a difficult word that may have something beside it similar to the following: Mesozoic (meh-zuh-Zo-ik). What is the purpose of the word in the parentheses? 

a. It is used for spelling.

b. It is used for the parts of speech.

c. It is used to help you understand the sentence.

d. It is used for pronunciation.

9. If you have to determine the meaning of the word precede, and you know that pre = before and cede = to go, how can you determine the meaning of the word?

a. Use the dictionary.

b. Draw on your knowledge of prefixes and roots.

c. Use the thesaurus.

d. Draw on your knowledge of grammar.

10. An antonym for the word courageous would be

a. brave.

b. strong.

c. cowardly.

d. bold.

Monitoring Comprehension

1. Which of the following thoughts show you are monitoring your comprehension?

a. I don’t understand this part.

b. So far, the main idea seems to be …

c. How does this idea fit my own experience?

d. all of the above

2. One thing you can do to monitor your comprehension is

a. use the Internet to find more information.

b. think about the main idea.

c. read another book.

d. both b and c 

3. When readers monitor their own comprehension they are able to 

a. get at least an 80% on a reading quiz.

b. know, as they read, when the text stops making sense.

c. use strategies like visualizing and questioning to stay focused.

d. both b and c

4. Read the following excerpt from George vs. George: The American Revolution as Seen from Both Sides.

The last king of America was no villain, but to this very day, some people believe he was an insane, dim-witted tyrant. Many Americans blame him personally for every British act of repression. But the truth is that King George was Great Britain’s most cultured monarch and was filled with good intentions. (p.54)

Which sentence best captures the main idea of the passage? 

a. King George was not all bad.

b. Americans do not like King George.

c. King George had a kind heart. 

d. King George was repressed. 

5. A strategy a reader uses to get ready to read the text is (circle all that apply)

a. taking a picture walk.

b. answering questions.

c. checking the punctuation.

d. looking at the index.

6. In order to stay focused and better understand what you are reading, you might

a. make text-to-self connections.

b. make text-to-text connections.

c. make text-to-world connections.

d. all of the above

7. Visualizing helps readers to

a. become distracted while reading.

b. make a picture in their minds of what is happening in the text.

c. avoid making mistakes.

d. none of the above

8. What strategy would best help you to reconnect with your reading?

a. Reread the page. 

b. Check the title.

c. Read the verso/copyright page. 

d. Read the glossary.

9. While reading you come upon a difficult section that confuses you. What might you do?

a. Visualize

b. Reread

c. Ask questions

d. all of the above

10. A strategy that is not used for comprehension is

a. rereading.

b. predicting. 

c. connecting.

d. none of the above

Text Features

1. If you wanted more information on a photograph or illustration, you would most likely rely on what text feature?

a. index

b. caption

c. title

d. none of the above

2. If you needed a brief history of a famous person, you would most likely look to what text feature?

a. table of contents

b. biographical dictionary

c. glossary

d. index

3. While reading, you encounter a word you do not know. What text feature are you most likely to rely on?

a. context clues

b. glossary

c. table of contents

d. a and b

4. You’ve been put on the spot to identify the main idea of a passage. Which text feature would you most likely rely on to provide you with the information? 

a. title

b. illustration

c. timeline

d. text box

5. Which of the following is an example of a text feature?

a. comma

b. antonym

c. bold print

d. noun

6. A chapter title is a text feature that may help the reader

a. establish a purpose for reading.

b. provide a glimpse into what may happen next.

c. establish the main idea.

d. all of the above

7. Which text feature would you rely on to locate the page number where a chapter begins?

a. index

b. contents

c. continents

d. sources

8. Read the timeline below and answer the question that follows. 

               Taylor’s Sports History

    football    basketball    hockey    broomball


     2000         2002         2004       2008

In what year did Taylor play basketball?

a. 2008

b. 2002

c. 2000

d. 2004

9. You need to know the genre of your text. What is the best place to find this information?

a. title page 

b. index page 

c. verso/copyright page 

d. end page

10. Below is a map of the New England states. Use it to answer the following question.

If you were traveling on route 201, which state would you be traveling in?

a. Maine

b. Connecticut

c. Rhode Island

d. none of the above
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Pre- and Post-Assessment Answer Key

Activating Background Knowledge

1. c

2. b

3. a

4. d

5. c

6. a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h, i

7. d

8. a

9. a

10. b

Note Taking

1. d

2. a

3. c

4. c

5. d

6. d

7. b

8. d

9. c

10. b

Questioning

1. c

2. d

3. d

4. b

5. d

6. a

7. d

8. d

9. d

10. a

Text Structure

1. a

2. a

3. c

4. d

5. c

6. a

7. c

8. d

9. a

10. d

Previewing Text

1. d

2. d

3. c

4. b

5. c

6. b

7. d

8. d

9. b

10. b

Content/Specialized Vocabulary

1. b

2. d

3. a

4. b

5. c

6. a

7. b

8. d

9. b

10. c

Monitoring Comprehension

1. d

2. b

3. d

4. a

5. a, b, d

6. d

7. b

8. a

9. d

10. d

Text Features

1. b

2. b

3. d

4. a

5. c

6. d

7. b

8. b

9. c

10. a

