Breakout Session Descriptions*
Anne Cobb
Formative, Summative, Authentic and High-Stakes:  We’re Talking Assessment
I need to track my students’ progress across the year’s instruction.  How can I assess today to inform my instruction for tomorrow?  What tools can I use?  From anecdotal records and checklists to post-assessments and rubrics, let’s talk multiple points of assessing student achievement for RTI and beyond.

Dynamically Diverse Learners:  Differentiating Instruction to Meet ALL Learners’ Needs through Independent Literacy Exploration
In today’s inclusive, mainstream classrooms, teachers are challenged with meeting the needs of incredibly diverse learners in terms of experience, culture, literacy readiness and willingness.  How do we structure a classroom that can meet the needs of all students?  Creative scheduling, dynamic delivery and a ready toolbox of instructional options can support ALL teachers in meeting the needs of their wonderfully diverse learners.  Learn how to promote independent, curious learners in your classroom.

Coming to a Common Understanding:  Breaking Down the New Common Core State Standards
Having some angst around regrouping for the new Common Core State Standards?  Not really sure what it all means and how it will impact your teaching and students’ learning?  Let’s debunk the myths and review their history and development as we prepare for yet another educational shift.  You should leave this session with a clearer understanding of the organization, structure and purpose of the Common Core State Standards. 

Charlie Crouse
Teaching Students about the World through the Word:  Effective Vocabulary Strategies
My students need word-attack strategies to increase their reading and writing fluency and comprehension.  What strategic approaches can support their vocabulary acquisition?  How can I teach students how to use context clues, structural analysis, conceptual vocabulary and linear arrays?  Get ready to move beyond the isolated skill & drill of word lists, definitions and sentences, and a test on Friday.  Integration, repetition and meaningful use are the keys to effective vocabulary instruction.

Empower Students with Power Strategies:  Approaches for Nonfiction Literacy
Dr. Janet Allen outlines eight Power Strategies necessary for student achievement in nonfiction literacy.  Learn how to focus on nonfiction literacy strategies that will increase students' critical thinking in the areas of fluency, comprehension, and vocabulary acquisition in nonfiction literature. 
Planning for Effective Strategy Instruction:  The Gradual-Release-of-Responsibility Model
My instructional goals have been outlined for me – the state standards are clear.  How do I translate the standards into effective classroom practice?  Specific strategies are first modeled through direct instruction, students approximate the learning with guided and independent practice, as they move toward independence.  Learn how to teach any content or context through a research-based, best-practice instructional model.
Literature Circles:  How Do I Get Started and How Do We Get to Real Conversation?
Have you had Literature Circle experiences that were less than successful?  Get ideas, suggestions, and tools for setting up and implementing successful Literature circles.  Get in on the secrets to hearing actual “book club” conversations!  Bring your ideas too…collaboration is the secret to success!
Kyle Gonzalez
Reaching for the Reader in Every Student:  Independent Reading Success
Do you have a mixture of abilities and personalities in your classroom?  Do you want to convey to your students the power of being a strategic, lifelong reader but feel hesitant about devoting instructional time to actually let kids read great books? Time, choice, resources and support are the foundation of a successful independent reading program in the classroom. The four types of readers that Janet discusses in Yellow Brick Roads—I Can’t, I Don’t Know How, I’d Rather, and I Don’t Care—will be highlighted in addition to supporting each type, from teacher case notes to student responses to reading.    
Shared Reading:  The Heart of the Reading Curriculum
How is reading to and with students beyond the primary years effective?  Shared reading is the time when the teacher demonstrates the model of a fluent reader as students silently follow along in a text, which can range from young adult literature, a children’s book, short pieces of nonfiction, poetry, recorded books, and Playaways.  This workshop will show you how to select effective texts for you and your students, how to provide support for strategic reading, and how to manage text challenges.  Shared reading is the time when the student’s mind is freed from the process of independently decoding text to higher level thinking, such as connecting to text and learning how to monitor thinking before, during and after reading. 
These Books are the Shiggedy!  A YA Lit Review  
Are you looking for texts that appeal to all types of readers, especially students with varying abilities and interests? Share in book talks for both fiction and nonfiction texts recommended by real kids and real teachers, especially the ones who tell you that they “hate to read.” Audiobooks, Playaways, periodicals, poetry, picture books, and young adult literature will be featured.
Fill Your Literate Tool Box: Effective Strategies for Content Literacy
Are you looking for strategies that support and guide readers for nonfiction text? Janet Allen's magical flip-charts, Tools for Teaching Content Literacy and More Tools for Teaching Content Literacy are effective not only in the content area classrooms but are also excellent for staff development at your school.  Strategies will include Content Brainstorm, 5 W’s, PQ4R, Skimming and Scanning, and Using Visuals to Guide Reading.
Julie Joynt
Readers Theater in Any Classroom!  Content Area Reading and Writing on Stage!               
Come have some fun in an experiential workshop which will teach the basics of Readers Theater from scripting to action.  Developing a Readers Theater in a content area help students focus on key concepts, vital vocabulary, people, dates, and major themes from content-specific texts.  Students will also makes gains in comprehension and fluency. When students perform their Readers Theater, the teacher is provided a great means for assessment and evaluation.  
Nobody Gets It Right on the First Try!  Revision Tactics 101
I’m not sure which is the lesser of two evils—teaching students how to be effective ‘peer responders’ to each other’s writing OR teaching students how to revise a piece of writing. This workshop will introduce participants to several revision tools that help eliminate both of those evils and help students produce writing that has clearer focus and sharper detail.   You will be doing a little bit of writing, so bring your pencils!
Plugged-in to Independent Reading:  How to Start Strong – How to Stay Strong
I have students who love to read, who hate to read, who struggle to read or have made a conscious choice not to read.  How do I engage them in Independent Reading?  What supports do they need?  Should I use precious class time for students’ Independent Reading?  How do I hold their interest across the school year?  And, what about assessment?  This workshop will spend time answering these questions and hopefully other questions participants may have!

Reading Aloud in the Content Classroom.  Try It – You’ll Like It!
Reading aloud is a multifaceted experience that can help stir student’s imaginations, provide necessary background knowledge, or introduce concepts and themes of content-area study. It can excite students about language through language play and study.  In this workshop, participants will revisit the basics of read aloud, practice effective and ineffective read aloud methods, and hear some solid reasons and research to support daily read aloud in any content area classroom.

Kym Sheehan
Crossing the Curricular Divide 
This workshop provides reading strategies and discussion about promoting content in all curricular areas. Embedded in the discussion will be the use of varied graphic organizers paired with a variety of texts from picture books used with middle and high school students, and young adult novels, and nonfiction texts such as Getting Away with Murder: The True Story of the Emmett Till Case. 
But My Students Can't Read Their Textbooks: Promoting Strategic Transfer & Reinforcement in the Content Area Classroom
This workshop combines the teachings of Janet Allen and good common sense reading research to help educators promote the comprehension of content in all classrooms. Hope you will join me for not only "sit and get,” but to exchange collegial talk to promote l earning.
Arts & Reading Integration
This is a workshop to show how we can put the ARTS back into Language Arts. It provides general background of what is needed and how to accomplish it. We will discuss and take part in a few activities that can be applied especially in Language Arts, but also in all other content areas. 
YA Literature:  Empowering & Engaging
This workshop session is all about books! We will explore the realm of YA Literature and discuss why it works for students. Often controversial, it is real and relevant and crosses curricular areas. Examples of student book talks included. Connections to curricular areas will be discussed, so join me for what I hope will be an interactive workshop. 

Lee Ann Spillane
Finding the Magic Peer to Peer: Successful Literature Circle Strategies for All
From pre-circle book talks to post reading assessments, learn successful management tools that support students learning through literature circles. How can you support book choice? What can “role sheets” tell you about student learning?  We will define literature circles, assess students’ samples and practice literature circles with nonfiction.  Leave this workshop with record keeping and assessment ideas that will lead to literature circle success.
Reading Rocks!  How Can You Make Independent Reading Work?
How can you encourage students to read fiction and nonfiction on their own? What should you be doing while students are reading independently? Join us to explore answers to these questions.  From the pre-reading book talk to the post-reading assessment, learn successful organizational and management tools that support independent reading.  Learn how knowing students and supporting readers at the elbow helps teachers avoid common pitfalls of sustained silent reading time. Take home record keeping and assessment ideas that will organize and manage independent reading in any classroom.
Write With Me! Using Model Text to Develop Voice
What do you know about your student writers? We will delve into student samples to discuss what they reveal about what students know and are able to do before jumping into writing ourselves. See how using a model text helps students develop voice. Focus on the writing process and how you can use model text to develop writers and a writing community.  We will write and share during our time together.
13 Ways of Looking at a Cell Phone

More powerful than the computers aboard the Apollo 13 Rocket. More powerful than an aging desktop computer. More apps than a Swiss Army Knife. Are you using cell phones in your classroom? We will pull computers out of our pockets and use them to play, read and write. Come see how.
Allan Wolf
Hey, Haven't We Metaphor?  The Poetry/Content Connection 
Author and poet, Allan Wolf, will demonstrate a variety of ways to use poetry in the classroom to explore many subjects.   Come prepared to read, write, and present in this hands-on session highlighting community building, reader response, and poetry across the curriculum. 

Literacy Leaders’ Strand with Dr. Janet Allen				
Lead is a Verb!  Exploring the Characteristics of Active Leadership		       
Active leaders take on many roles in schools where students are increasing their academic achievement.  Unfortunately, there are many opinions about that those roles should be.  This leadership session is designed to explore the roles of school and district leaders in creating dynamic environments for teaching and learning.  Join us for an opportunity to explore critical characteristics of active leadership that would support faculty and staff in creating classrooms where students are learning significant content and critical skills and strategies to support life-long learning.
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*Please check your program guide, as not all presenters will be at all workshops.

